Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.167; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.1.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . 
Comment
Spiro-pyrrolidine derivatives are unique tetracyclic 5-HT(2 A) receptor antagonists (Peddi et al., 2004) . Oxindole derivatives help to treat and prevent diabetic complications arising from elevated levels of sorbitol and act as aldose reductase inhibitor (Rajeswaran et al., 1999) .
The molecular structure of the title compound is illustrated in Fig 1. In the molecule, there is C-H···O hydrogen bond, forming an S(6) ring motif (Bernstein et al., 1995) , and a π-π interaction present [Cg(1)···Cg (2) In the benzene ring (C11-C16) of the indole ring system, the expansion of the ipso angles at C11, C13 and C14 [121.37 (16), 121.56 (18) and 120.37 (18)°, respectively] and contraction of the apical angles at C12, C15 and C16 [117.81 (18), 118.82 (18) and 119.97 (18)°, respectively] are caused by the fusion of the smaller pyrrole ring to the sixmembered benzene ring and the strain is taken up by the angular distortion rather than by bond-length distortions (Allen, 1981) . The carboxyl group and oxindole ring system are (-)syn-clinal to each other with the torsion angle C9-C17-C25 -O2 = -89.82 (19)°.
The crystal packing ( Fig. 2 and Table 1 ) is stabilized by a C-H···O hydrogen bond resulting in the formation of C (9) chains running parallel to [1 0 -1].
Experimental
A mixture of (E)-methyl 2-benzyl-3-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)acrylate (2 mmol), N-propyl isatin (2 mmol) and sarcosine (2 mmol) in acetonitrile (8 ml) was refluxed for 12 h. After the completion of the reaction as indicated by TLC, the reaction mixture was concentrated. The resulting crude mass was diluted with water (10 ml) and extracted with ethyl acetate (3 × 10 ml). The combined organic layers were washed with brine (2 × 10 ml) and dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 . The organic layer was concentrated and the residue purified by column chromatography on silica gel (Acme 100-200 mesh), using ethyl acetate:hexanes (2:8) to afford the title compound as a colourless solid in (62%) yield. Block-like colourless crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution in CHCl 3 .
Refinement
The H atoms could all be localed in difference electron-density maps. In the final cycles of refinement they were treated as riding atoms and their distances were geometrically constrained: C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for CH and CH 3 H atoms, respectively, with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C-methyl) and = 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms. The crystal packing of the title compound viewed along the a axis, showing the formation of infinite C(9) chains. Dashed lines indicate C-H···O hydrogen bonds -see Table 1 for details. 
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